
WHY are we called to be the United Church of Christ in this time and place? 

To live into God’s extravagant welcome and advocate for justice. 

So that all know love, safety, belonging and dignity. 
 

 
How the Nebraska Conference UCC will live into our “why” statement above: 
Connecting:  Cherishing and loving our churches for who they are and who they are becoming 

 Listen, respond, and be a physical presence 
Giving Voice:  Amplifying the voices of the unheard 

 Educate, lobby, and stand in solidarity with all God’s creation 
Reaching Out to All:  Going to others, without waiting for them to come to us   

 Help churches to imagine the possibilities of unimagined connections 
Ensuring Safety:  

 Live out safe church policies with safe behaviors, inclusive language, unconditional 
acceptance 

Equipping:  Resourcing and looking for creative solutions 

 Help the local church find what it needs to thrive 
 
How the South Dakota Conference UCC will live into our “why” statement above: 
Inspiring:  Motivating others to be their authentic best selves so they are invited to do likewise 

 Courageously allow our full light to shine and become a beacon 
Loving:  Selflessly giving for the greater good 

 Love through action and joyfully love God, love others, and love oneself  
Striving for Justice:  Striving for impartial equity and human dignity 

 Identify injustice and seek to correct it 

 Create robust and diverse communication around topics of justice 

 Acknowledge our roles in systems of inequity and injustice 
Belonging:  Recognizing the value of inclusion and relationship 

 Acknowledge others as subjects rather than objects 

 Nurture dialogue between equals 

 Celebrate the uniqueness of each individual 
Reconciling:  Intentionally restoring broken relationships and connections. 

 Provide opportunities to express hurts, make confessions, and seek forgiveness 
Supporting:  Communicating love and offering resources 

 Provide lines of communication for personal and congregational need requests 

 Offer encouragement and support for the needs of ministry 

 Make available policies and procedures in the day to day operation of the church 
 
How the Iowa Conference UCC will live into our “why” statement above: 
Putting faith into action 

 Embody justice, mercy and loving kindness 
Celebrating 

 Lavish love toward God, all people, and creation 
Fostering transformation and embracing change 

 Listen to and following our still-speaking God 

 Strive to faithfully live up to who God has created and called us to be 
Listening and sharing 

 Honor others’ stories and experiences 
Giving honor to God 

 Honor all people and creation, so that we honor the masterpiece of God’s handiwork 
Creating safe space  

 Ensure the emotional, physical, spiritual well-being of all 


