Over the past decade, they have adopted five children (two sibling groups)
out of the Kansas foster care system—each with their own unique blend of
challenges: autism, cerebral palsy, fetal alcohol syndrome, complex PTSD,
cognitive impairments, and critical medical conditions. They came with little
background, incomplete medical records, and a long history of bounced
placements and broken trust. They were labeled "hard to place." However,
the moment they received the phone call and accepted them they owned
Lisa and Adam’s hearts.

Life with disabilities is not just different—it’s relentless. School systems
often aren’t equipped to meet our kids where they are. Advocacy becomes
a full-time job: fighting for services, pushing for IEPs that are actually
followed, sitting through hours of meetings just to be told there’s no funding
for what they need. You get used to being told "no" in a hundred different
ways. You get used to people seeing the diagnoses before they see the
person. Unfortunately, this lack of inclusion can also be felt in the church.
Pew Research Group contend that studies demonstrate that only 11% of all
houses of worship are welcoming to people with disabilities and their
families.

And yet, in the midst of all this hardship, they have found something else.
Something fierce and unshakable. Their children, though scarred, are
survivors. Lisa and Adam are quick to state that “they have taught us to
reframe success: a word spoken, a new food tried, a full night’s sleep. They
give a purity of love that hasn't been granted to them by many around
them. We measure progress in inches, not miles. They have become our
heroes and have taught us so much more about life than we could ever
teach them.”

Lisa has dedicated both her personal life and her ministry to pouring the
love of Jesus into those in our communities that feel invisible, forgotten,
ignored, and marginalized. Lisa obtained her BFA from Stephens College,
for women, in theater arts with a specialization in public speaking. She then
received her Master of Divinity from Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary
with a focus in Worship Studies and her Doctorate in Ministry from Sioux
Falls Seminary in the area of the Theology of Suffering and Disability.
Recently, she just completed the Thriving in Ministry program (an 18-month
continuing education program) with the Christian Association of Pastors
(Atlanta, GA) focusing on how local congregations can thrive after the
pandemic. This is a highly competitive Lily Foundation Scholarship
program, of which Lisa feels extremely blessed to have been invited to
participate in.



Lisa is a founding member of Disciples Access, a General Ministry for
disability awareness, advocacy, and education with the Disciples of Christ
denomination and is the creator of Drippings of Grace Ministries, which
focuses on helping local congregations become more inclusive houses of
worship. This past summer, at the 2025 General Assembly for DOC, Lisa
was honored to be one of the workshop facilitators for the Disability Justice
and Inclusion workshop. Furthermore, she also was one of individuals who
presented a proposed resolution for the General Church for Disability
awareness, inclusion, education, and advocacy. It passed with
overwhelming support.

Lisa also serves on the Regional Board for the Christian Church in
Nebraska, serving as the Chair for the Center on Church Development. Her
role is to help local congregations in this post-pandemic landscape create
strategic plans on how to move forward and thrive in their unique locations
of ministry. At her heart, Lisa is a teacher and a builder. She loves investing
in people and churches in order to help them become what God has called
them to be.



