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JAM 2026 Sponsors

Eden Theological School (Silver)
United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, MN (Bronze) — Alumni Lunch Sponsor
University of Dubuque Theological Seminary (Bronze)
Zion UCC Burlingtion IA -The UBUNTU Project Ministry of Inclusivity (TFAM) (Bronze)
The National UCC Mental Health Network (Bronze)
Our Whole Lives Ministries — UCC/UUA (Bronze)
UCC - Love of Church: Faith Education, Innovation and Formation Ministry Team
(Faith INFO) UCC (Bronze) — Confirmand/Youth Rally Dinner Sponsor
A special thank you to Kamp Kaleo for co-sponsoring and supporting the
Confirmand/Youth Rally Pizza Dinner
Experience Sioux Falls, SD (Bronze)




Welcome

from Our Conference Minister
Rev. Roberto Ochoa

Welcome delegates and guests to lowa Nebraska
South Dakota Conferences’ biennial Joint Annual
Meeting (JAM) 2026 at First Congregational and Spirit of Peace UCC, Sioux
Falls, South Dakota.

On behalf of the UCC Tri Conference Ministries staff, Tri Conference Executive
Committee, IA NE SD Boards of Directors, and volunteers, we are thrilled to
have you join us for three days of fellowship, workshops, and worship. | am
especially happy to welcome the UCC Confirmands from lowa Nebraska
South Dakota attending a special youth rally during JAM. The youth rally
planners have created an exciting two days’ worth of activities that will be
inspirational, fun and engaging. JAM is also proud to present a youth-led
contemporary worship service on Friday evening, after pizza!Rev Brian
Frederick-Gray, Director for Justice and Advocacy Ministries for Disciples
Home Missions, Disciples of Christ (DOC) is our guest preacher for the
evening, along with the Worship Band from Placerville UCC, the Red Sea
Pedestrians.

I am so grateful for the hard work from our host churches, First
Congregational and Spirit of Peace UCC, their staff and their members that
have worked so hard to make this gathering of all three of our conferences as
joyous as possible. Saturday worship will feature a joint lowa Nebraska South
Dakota choir. We are fortunate to have the newly elected UCC National
Ministries Associate General Minister for the Love of Church, Rev Jennifer
Sowell to be our guest preacher and keynote speaker. Welcome Rev Jennifer.

| am so grateful for the dedication of our ministerial and administrative staff to
lead the planning, from registration and hospitality to workshops and worship.
We hope that you will experience new connections, new experiences, and
make new friends along with greeting old friends as well. Thank you to our
sponsors and marketplace vendors that help support this year's JAM. We so
appreciate your financial support and presence.

Most of all, thank YOU for being with us here in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. For
we make up the Church together. We will be having conversations that will
inform us of our future as we reflect and discern 10 years of being part of the
TCM. There is no denying we are at a crossroads, and | couldn’t be more
privileged and honored to be on this journey with y’all.

So let us explore the theme “Living Together as Neighbors in Christ”. May the
Holy Spirit of wisdom, courage, comfort and compassion guide us together
this week in the faith, hope, and love of Jesus’ Name.

Bendiciones y Paz,
Rev Roberto



Our Hosts

First Congregational Church UCC
300 South Minnestoa Ave., Sioux Falls, South Dakota

First Congregational UCC in Sioux Falls, SD welcomes you to
Sioux Falls and to JAM. We are excited to share our city with all its
historic architecture and growing downtown area. We hope that
among the workshops and work that needs to happen at this
meeting that you have an opportunity to wander around our city
and see what Sioux Falls offers. We hope that you will be inspired
by the arc of Dreams which spans the river perchance to dream
together for our churches and our communities.

Welcome to Sioux Falls and to JAM.

Rev. Carol Hallman
Pastor
FIrst Congregational Church

C————— ——

Spirit of Peace UCC
6509 S CIiff Ave., Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Spirit of Peace UCC in Sioux Falls, South Dakota welcomes you to
JAM! We are excited to host the pre-conference workshops and
provide space for Nebraska and South Dakota to meet for their
annual meetings. We look forward to sharing coffee, meals, and
connections together as we gather as Neighbors in Christ.

Rev. Becky Pagone
Pastor
Spirit of Peace UCC
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You can find a map/listing of
restaurants in the area and their
locations on our website. Visit
https://ucctcm.org/accomodations-
g restaurants-experience-sioux-falls/
or scan the QR code to the left.

If needing assistance or

?  information during our time
together. look for volunteers in
purple t-shirts, leis or ask me pins.

Transportation is available for
those with limited mobility from
the Holiday Inn to First
Congregational and will also be
ESRiE) available to go to and from First ¥
~O=0 Congregational and Spirit of @
Peace. Look for signs posted ‘
throughout the church for the
shuttle schedule.

What do the different colors of
T-shirts represent?

-~ e Yellow - lowa UCC

Green - Nebraska UCC

Light Blue - South Dakota UCC

Purple - Volunteers

Red - Deacons

Salmon - IA, NE, SD Staff




Event Schedule

Fm'day

18

Saturday

17

Sunday

20

*Conferences Annual Meetings
lowa Conference at First Congregational Church
Nebraska Conference at Spirit of Peace UCC
South Dakota Conference at Spirit of Peace UCC

*WORKSHOP | - Friday (please choose one)

e APlace at the Table - A Presentation by Evangelical
Conservative Orthodox or Traditional Ministries (ECOT) of the
United Church of Christ
New Earth Literacy
Called to Serve? Exploring Lay Ministry and Ministry
Education, The Nebraska LAMP program. Open to All!
Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM)

Growing Hope Ministries: Rural Churches Changing the
World
e The Marks of Faithful and Vital UCC Churches

*WORKSHORP Il - Saturday (please choose one)

Open and Affirming in Small Town and Rural Churches

e Talk Saves Lives

o Artificial Intelligence: A Reader's Digest Introduction for the
Church

e Strengthening Our Connections




Keynofe Speakers

Rev. Jennifer Sowell is the Associate General Minister
for Love of Church. She was recently elected to this
position at a special online meeting of the General
Synod on May 9, 2026.

Rev. Sowell has over 20 years of proven pastoral
experience as Senior Pastor and Associate Pastor of
United Church of Christ congregations in three

. Conferences. Her experiences in programmatic
de5|gn and implementation are intergenerational. She hasserved in small
town congregations, in large congregations and brings a broad experience
and understanding of the church that reflects the diversity of the wider
church. She currently serves as the Senior Pastor of St. John United Church
of Christ in Collinsville, IL, a town of approximately 24,000 people, east of
St. Louis, Missouri, in the lllinois South Conference. (Rev. Sowell’'s complete
bio can be found at: https.//ucctcm.org/keynote-speakers/)

Rev. Brian Frederick-Gray is an ordained minister in
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and
currently serves as the Director for Justice and
Advocacy Ministries for Disciples Home Missions
(DHM), a role he began in September 2023. In this
' position, he leads DHM'’s coordinated efforts in
refugee and immigration ministry, climate change
and environmental justice, and racial justice
initiatives, while empowering congregations to

use their voices and actions for greater justice and mercy.

He also holds a part-time role as Director of Mission Support & The Peace
Intern Program with Disciples Peace Fellowship, where he strengthens
connections with the wider church and equips young adults as
ambassadors for peace and justice.

Rev. Frederick-Gray resides in Cambridge, MA with his wife, Rev. Dr.
Susan Frederick-Gray (President of the Unitarian Universalist Association)
and their son, Henry. He continues his work with Disciples Peace
Fellowship in his current roles. (Rev. Frederick-Gray’s complete bio can
be found at: https.//ucctcm.org/keynote-speakers/)
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Thank You

to our
Sponsors

We extend our gratitude to the generous sponsors who helped make
the lowa, Nebraska, South Dakota Joint Annual Meeting (JAM)
possible. Your support and commitment to our ministry make a

meaningful impact.

Because of your generosity, we are able to gather together to
worship, renew, reflect and continue the work that makes this

ministry important.
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FaithINFO

Faith Education, Innovation, and Formation

THE FELLOWSHIP OF AFFIRMING MINISTRIES

.g‘ A special Thank You to Kamp Kaleo for

— KAMP — co-sponsoring and supporting the Confirmandl/Youth
KALEO Relly Pizza Dinner with Faith INFO
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